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December 12, 2022 6:30 p.m.  St. Joseph Parish, Kalamazoo 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Today’s Readings overflow with Joy---we heard of singing, rejoicing, and 
shouting with loud voices in each of those passages from God’s Holy Word.  Why?  
Because of Emmanuel---God is with us! 

We heard the Prophet Zechariah proclaim to God’s daughter, the nation of 
Zion: “Sing and rejoice…See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the Lord.” 

And in the Gospel passage we just heard St. Luke tells us, pregnant Elizabeth 
“filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice” when she saw Mary coming 
into her home.  As we know, Mary had just recently become pregnant with Jesus, 
who Elizabeth correctly identified as “the mother of my Lord”.   And then, Mary 
began proclaiming the most magnificent of all Songs: the Magnificat--- “My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

On this beautiful Feast of our Blessed Mother, who came so very close to us a 
little less than 500 years ago when she appeared to St. Juan Diego over a series of 
days in a little Mexican village of Tepeyac in what later would become the city of 
Guadalupe, we too should be filled with Joy because our God remains with us in 
Jesus our Savior, Emmanuel; He is right here in His holy Word we have just heard, 
and very soon He will be with us as our Eucharistic Lord---our spiritual Food for 
our continued Pilgrimage of Faith in our lives.  Of the many Marian Shrines 
throughout the world, including the famous ones of Lourdes and Fatima, one of 
the most popular of all is not that far away from us here in southwest Michigan---
it’s the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Perhaps many of you have been there?  
Ever since I’ve been here in our beloved Diocese of Kalamazoo, I have been 
wanting to make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, but I haven’t yet been 
able to do so. 

Other than the Holy Land itself where our Blessed Mother lived, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is one of the oldest Shrines in the world.  It is estimated that more 
than 6 million people travel there each year, making it the most popular Shrine in 
the world.   

It was on December 9, 1531, when a beautiful native Woman appeared to a 
Mexican Indian named Juan Diego (whose Feast we celebrated this past Friday).  
Speaking in his native language and dressed in native clothing, Our Lady identified 
herself as Mary, the Mother of God---and then quickly reassured him saying: “Do 
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not be afraid.  Am I not here, your mother?”  What a beautiful greeting.  Much 
like her Son Jesus did when He appeared to His Apostles---with a reassuring “Do 
not be afraid”, and oftentimes accompanied with a greeting of “Peace be with 
you”.  Our Blessed Mother also wants us to be at peace---there is nothing to fear.  
Not only is God with us----Emmanuel; but she, our Mother, is with us.   

She then made of Juan a huge request.  She asked this peasant man to go to 
the Bishop, and tell him to build a Chapel on the Hill of Tepeyac.  Of course, we 
know the rest of that story.  Juan had to go several times, and each time, the 
Bishop refused. The last time, he asked for a sign.  In response, our Blessed 
Mother made beautiful roses grow on the hillside, though it was not the season 
for roses, and told Juan to take them to the Bishop as a sign.  When Juan opened 
his tilma, not only did the Roses fall out, but on the tilma was an image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.  Of course, the Bishop was convinced, and he authorized the 
building of the Chapel---the present day Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

That original image of Our Lady from 1531 is still present in this Shrine, and 
people come from all over the world to see and venerate it.  And people around 
the world treasure copies and replicas of that beautiful image in their homes, 
parish churches, and cathedrals---as we do this evening here at St. Joseph Parish.   

Thru the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, many miracles of physical and 
spiritual healing have taken place.  And I’m sure that all of us here this evening 
regularly place our prayerful intentions before Our Lady; I know I do!  South, 
Central and North America are privileged and blessed to have Our Lady of 
Guadalupe be the Patronness of the Americas.  We look to Our Lady for 
protection from all the evils that threaten us today, including illness and disease, 
poverty, violence and economic or social unrest.  And Our Lady continues to 
reassure us, as she did St. Juan Diego: “Do not be afraid.  Am I not here, your 
Mother?” 

Pope Francis, being originally from Argentina, has a very special, fervent 
devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  He looks to our Blessed Mother, who loves 
ALL her children, who appeared to St. Juan as a Native Mexican woman;  she 
wants to help us be able to find ways to bring the Gospel to our own family 
members, and to be “instruments” of evangelization to those who wouldn’t ever 
have another opportunity to hear the Good News of God’s Love.  We need to go 
out and meet people where they are and help them realize they need God, 
without waiting for them to realize that on their own.  We might be the only 
“instrument” some people might ever come in contact with who can share with 
them the Good News of Salvation.   
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We are called to make our families, our parishes, our Diocese, and our country 
a “sacred dwelling place” in which Faith in God can not only be preached in 
words, but practiced in good deeds and charitable works. 

That’s what Mary did, as we heard in this evening’s Gospel.  Even though she 
had just learned that she herself was miraculously pregnant, she also learned 
from the Archangel Gabriel that her elderly cousin was now pregnant.  Knowing 
that she would need help, she traveled all the way from Nazareth to Judea---over 
mountains and thru deserts—to be with her.  And of course, she carried within 
her own womb the One Who was to be born into the world to preach the Good 
News.  That’s what Pope Francis calls “accompaniment”----reaching out to “be 
with others” to help, to comfort, to reassure----along this Pilgrimage of Faith.  And 
when we do that because of our Love for Jesus, then we are truly “instruments” 
of the Gospel to those who desperately need to know God’s love. 

Pope Francis also reminds us that we need to recognize the very special and 
prophetic role that women have, how important it is for all our laity to become 
involved in lay ministry----which basically means to live our Faith with courage, 
authenticity and integrity.  We need to have a particular concern for those who 
are poor----spiritually, emotionally, or economically poor. And finally, we need to 
keep developing this important dimension of Synodality within the Church---
which basically means that we listen to one another as we accompany each other 
along our Pilgrimage of Faith.  Thru the intercession and inspiration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, all Catholics are called to “rediscover the profound meaning of the 
presence of Jesus Christ through Mary” throughout the Americas.   

Our Blessed Mother shows us how to live a life of Advent readiness and of 
humble obedience in response to God’s call to each of us, in the particular 
vocations we are living. Through Mary, God fulfills the promise He made in 
today’s first reading from the Prophet Zechariah: “See, I am coming to dwell 
among you, says the Lord.” 

Mary is the strong woman in today’s Gospel who proclaims with her words 
and her whole life: “My soul ¬proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit 
rejoices in God my savior.” We can share in Mary’s confidence, and her joy, if we 
imitate her “yes” to God’s will for us, and if we allow the Holy Spirit to renew our 
hearts so that we can follow in the footsteps of Mary’s Divine Son, Jesus. 

This Advent season, as we continue our “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and 
Prayer for Vocations”, let us turn to Our Lady of Guadalupe.. Let us implore her 
intercession—especially for all the priests and people here in southwest Michigan 
and throughout the Americas. And may many more young men from the Hispanic 
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community listen for God’s call to them to be priests and respond generously.  
Perhaps one of you who are here this evening---could Our Lady’s prompting be 
touching your heart to consider being a Priest?   

May we respond to God’s call in our lives with Our Lady’s abundant courage 
and joy. And may we continue to “sing out our praises” for all that our Loving God 
does for us, as we wait eagerly, and with great hope, for our Savior’s return—this 
Christmas and when He comes again on the Last Day. 

Until then, may everything that we say, and all that we do, be for the honor 
and glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 


